CHAPTER    V
BRITISH  POLICY  AFTER  THE
CAPTURE  OF  BAGHDAD
ONCE Baghdad was in British hands and its future had been
considered by a Committee of the War Cabinet, it was apparent
that H.M. Government intended to follow a line of policy
differing in many respects from that hitherto expected for the
political control and administration of Basra, Baghdad and
Arabia. The Government of India had declared in late 1915
that cthe minimum of annexation contemplated by us has
always been the wilayets of Basra and Baghdad',1 and it was
still generally believed that the whole of the Occupied Territories
if not actually annexed would be controlled from India. The
views of H.M. Government, however, on this as well as other
points were clearly stated in the summary of conclusions of
the War Cabinet as telegraphed to Baghdad on March 2gth,
1917:
(i) Occupied territories to be administered by His
Majesty's Government, not by Government of India.
(2) Basrah with Nasiriyah, Shatt-el-Hai, Kut, Bedrai as its
western and northern limits to remain permanently under
British Administration. (3) Baghdad to be an Arab State
with local ruler or government under British protectorate
in everything but name. It will accordingly have no
relations with Foreign Powers and Consuls will be accredited
to His Majesty's Government. (4) Baghdad to be adminis-
tered behind the Arab fagades as far as possible as an Arab
province by indigenous agency and in accordance with
existing laws and institutions. In particular (a) Iraq Code
not to be used but local judicial system maintained as regards
both law and personnel; only with substitution of Arab for
1 Dispatch cited by Philby, H. St. J. B., Arabia (1928), p, 245.
96